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ENROLLED

2018 Regular Session

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 193

BY REPRESENTATIVE HILFERTY

A RESOLUTION

To create the Task Force on New Orleans Sewerage, Water, and Drainage Utilities to study

issues related to the management of sewerage, water, and drainage facilities and

services in the city of New Orleans and to provide a written report of findings and

recommendations regarding the best strategies and procedures for the management

of such facilities and services to the mayor of the city of New Orleans, the New

Orleans City Council, and the members of the Orleans Parish legislative delegation

not later than January 31, 2019.

WHEREAS, Act No. 6 of the 1899 Extraordinary Session of the Louisiana

Legislature created the New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board to furnish, construct,

operate, and maintain a water treatment and distribution system and a sanitary sewerage

system for the city of New Orleans; and

WHEREAS, in 1903, the Drainage Commission of the city of New Orleans was

merged with the Sewerage and Water Board in order to consolidate drainage, water, and

sewerage programs under one agency for more efficient operations; and

WHEREAS, as the population of the city of New Orleans grew rapidly over the next

one hundred years, the Sewerage and Water Board faced many new challenges in its attempt

to provide efficient sewerage, water, and drainage services to the city's residents; and

WHEREAS, in 2005, Hurricane Katrina severely damaged the facilities of the

Sewerage and Water Board, and the board has had to contend with rebuilding those facilities

and making necessary infrastructure improvements; and

WHEREAS, costs associated with providing sewerage, water, and drainage services

to the city's residents continue to escalate, and the city's population is again on the rise; and
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WHEREAS, over the last several years, many residents, business owners, and local

officials have questioned whether the Sewerage and Water Board is the best entity to manage

sewerage, water, and drainage facilities and services in the city of New Orleans; and

WHEREAS, suggestions abound regarding the best management options for the

city's sewerage, water, and drainage facilities and services, including but not limited to

public-private partnerships, granting control to the city, or allowing the Sewerage and Water

Board to retain control; and

WHEREAS, there is an urgent need for a comprehensive review of the management

options for sewerage, water, and drainage facilities and services in the city of New Orleans,

including a review of the state law governing the Sewerage and Water Board, as provided

in R.S. 33:4071 et seq., so that the residents of the city can have confidence that such

facilities and services are being managed as efficiently as possible.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the House of Representatives of the

Legislature of Louisiana does hereby create the Task Force on New Orleans Sewerage,

Water, and Drainage Utilities to study issues related to the management of sewerage, water,

and drainage facilities and services in the city of New Orleans and to provide a written report

of findings and recommendations regarding the best strategies and procedures for the

management of such facilities and services to the mayor of the city of New Orleans, the New

Orleans City Council, and the members of the Orleans Parish legislative delegation not later

than January 31, 2019.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed of the

following members:

(1) The mayor of the city of New Orleans or his designee.

(2) The chairperson of the Public Works, Sanitation and Environment Committee of the

New Orleans City Council or his designee.

(3) A representative of the New Orleans chapter of the Louisiana Engineering Society

designated by the president of the chapter.

(4) The general superintendent of the New Orleans Sewerage and Water Board or his

designee.

(5) A representative of the New Orleans Metropolitan Convention & Visitors Bureau

designated by the president of the bureau.
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(6) A representative of the Business Council of New Orleans and the River Region

designated by the chair of the council.

(7) A representative of the New Orleans Office of Inspector General designated by the

inspector general.

(8) A member of the New Orleans Board of Liquidation, City Debt designated by the

board.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that mayor or his designee shall serve as the

chairman of the task force and the chairperson of the Public Works, Sanitation and

Environment Committee of the New Orleans City Council or his designee shall serve as the

vice chairman.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the chairman shall call the first meeting of the

task force, and the meeting shall be held no later than August 1, 2018.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that all representatives and designees shall be named

no later than July 1, 2018.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this Resolution be transmitted to the

mayor of the city of New Orleans, the New Orleans City Council, and the members of the

Orleans Parish legislative delegation.

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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SENATE BILL NO. 227

BY SENATOR MORRELL AND REPRESENTATIVES BAGNERIS, BOUIE,
GAROFALO AND JIMMY HARRIS 

1 AN ACT

2 To amend and reenact R.S. 33:4071(A)(1), (2)(a), (4), and (5), 4074, and the introductory

3 paragraph of 4091(C) and to enact R.S. 33:4091(C)(8), (D), and (E), relative to the

4 city of New Orleans; to provide relative to the Sewerage and Water Board of New

5 Orleans; to increase the membership of the board; to provide for the mayor's

6 designee; to provide with respect to the content and due date for quarterly reports of

7 the board; to provide for an effective date; and to provide for related matters.

8 Notice of intention to introduce this Act has been published.

9 Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:

10 Section 1.  R.S. 33:4071(A)(1), (2)(a), (4), and (5), 4074, and the introductory

11 paragraph of 4091(C) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S. 33:4091(C)(8), (D), and

12 (E) are hereby enacted to read as follows:

13 §4071. Creation and organization of sewerage and water board

14 A.(1) The public water system, the public sewerage system, and the public

15 drainage system of the city of New Orleans shall be constructed, controlled,

16 maintained, and operated by a sewerage and water board to be composed as follows:

17 (a) The mayor.

18 (b)  The chair of the Public Works, Sanitation and Environment

19 Committee of the New Orleans city council, a member of the committee

20 appointed by the chair, or a civil engineer appointed by the chair.  Any member

21 appointed by the chair shall serve at the pleasure of the chair.

22 (c) Two syndicate members of the board of liquidation, city debt, to be

23 appointed by the mayor on the recommendation of the board of liquidation, city debt.

24 (c)(d) Eight Seven citizens, to be appointed by the mayor, with the advice

25 and consent of the city council from a list of nominees submitted by the Sewerage

26 and Water Board Selection Committee.

ACT No.  366
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1 (d)(e) The members appointed pursuant to Subparagraphs (b) and (c) and (d)

2 of this Paragraph shall include one citizen from each of the five council manic

3 districts within the city of New Orleans. In addition, two of the appointments shall

4 be consumer advocates with community advocacy or consumer protection

5 experience or experience in a related field, and one of the appointments shall be

6 a retired civil engineer.

7 (2)(a) For purposes of this Section, the Sewerage and Water Board Selection

8 Committee, hereinafter referred to as the "selection committee", is hereby created to

9 be comprised as follows:

10 (i) The president of Dillard University or his the president's designee.

11 (ii) The president of Loyola University or his the president's designee.

12 (iii) The president of Tulane University or his the president's designee.

13 (iv) The president of Xavier University or his the president's designee.

14 (v) The chancellor of Delgado Community College or his the chancellor's

15 designee.

16 (vi) The chancellor of University of New Orleans or his the chancellor's

17 designee.

18 (vii) The chancellor of Southern University at New Orleans or his the

19 chancellor's designee.

20 (viii) The chair of the board of directors of the New Orleans Chamber of

21 Commerce or his the chair's designee.

22 (ix) The president of the board of directors of the New Orleans Regional

23 Black Chamber of Commerce or his the president's designee.

24 (x) The chair of the board of directors of the Urban League of Greater New

25 Orleans or his the chair's designee.

26 *          *          *

27 (4)(a) For members appointed pursuant to Subparagraphs (A)(1)(b) and (c)

28 and (d) of this Section Subsection, the terms of office shall be four years after initial

29 terms as provided in Subparagraph (b) of this Paragraph. A member shall serve no

30 more than two consecutive terms of office.
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1 (b) Two Three members shall serve an initial term of one year; two three

2 members shall serve an initial term of two years; two three members shall serve an

3 initial term of three years; and two members shall serve an initial term of four years,

4 as determined by lot at the first meeting of the board.

5 (5) If the mayor is unable to attend a meeting of the sewerage and water

6 board, he the mayor may be represented at any such the board meeting by a person

7 designated by the mayor who shall be an unclassified member of the mayor's

8 administration. Any such The person shall have all rights and powers granted to the

9 mayor with regard to any such board meeting and shall have including the right to

10 vote for or in the stead of the absent mayor. In addition, any such person and shall

11 be counted for purposes of a quorum.

12 *          *          *

13 §4074. Meetings of the board

14 All meetings of the board shall be held in accordance with rules adopted by

15 the board and shall be open and public. All its transactions shall be recorded in the

16 minutes to be kept in writing by the executive director, and its records shall be

17 public. Six members thereof shall constitute a quorum.

18 *          *          *

19 §4091. Reports of board

20 *          *          *

21 C. In addition to the requirements of Subsections A and B of this Section, the

22 board shall report quarterly, in September, December, March, and June, no later

23 than the first day of the second month following the close of each calendar

24 quarter to the city council relative to its operations. Such The report shall include

25 the following in a manner as prescribed by the city council:

26 *          *          *

27 (8) The identity and detailed information on the status of all projects and

28 all improvements made since the close of the last quarter.

29 D. The mayor or the chief administrative officer and the executive

30 director shall present each quarterly report to the city council at the next
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1 regularly scheduled city council meeting dedicated to public works.

2 E. If a quarterly report is not submitted timely to the city council, the

3 executive director shall attend the council's next regularly scheduled meeting

4 and present to the council the reasons for the failure to timely submit the

5 report.

6 F.  In addition to the other requirements of this Section, the board shall

7 send a report, by electronic mail, to the members of the Orleans Parish

8 legislative delegation and the members of the governing authority of Orleans

9 Parish detailing the pumping and electrical power of its facilities and the

10 available manpower no later than twenty-four hours prior to a hurricane

11 entering the Gulf of Mexico as determined by the National Weather Service and

12 no later than forty-eight hours after a flood watch or warning or thunderstorm

13 watch or warning is issued by the National Weather Service for any area of

14 Orleans Parish.

15 Section 2.  Except as provided in Section 3 of this Act, the provisions of this Act

16 shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not signed by the governor,

17 upon expiration of the time for bills to become law without signature by the governor, as

18 provided by Article III, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If vetoed by the

19 governor and subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on

20 the day following such approval.

21 Section 3.(A) The provisions of Section 1 of this Act shall take effect and become

22 operative on the first day of January following an election at which a majority of the voters

23 of the city of New Orleans approve an amendment to Article V, Chapter 3, Section 5-301

24 of the home rule charter of the city to change the composition of the Sewerage and Water

25 Board of New Orleans to provide the identical composition of the board as contained in this

26 Act.

27 (B) The terms of the members of the Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans in

28 office on the first day of January as provided in Subsection (A) of this Section shall

29 terminate on that date; however, the members shall remain in office until the board members

30 are appointed as provided in Section 1 of this Act and take office. The members of the
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1 Sewerage and Water Board of New Orleans shall be appointed and shall take office as

2 provided in this Act and shall serve terms of office as provided in this Act. This Section shall

3 not be construed to prevent the reappointment to the board of a member in office on the

4 effective date of this Act.

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED:                          
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